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AGENDA 
______ 

Tuesday, 21 March 2000 

First sitting 
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 1. Adoption of the draft agenda [A/WEU/SC (2000) OJ 1]. 

2. Ratification of credentials and nominations to committees [A/WEU/SC (2000) 1 
and 2]. 

3. Address by Mr MEDEIROS FERREIRA, Leader of the Portuguese Delegation to 
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6. European security and defence: the parliamentary dimension: 

 presentation of the report tabled by Mr BEHRENDT, Rapporteur, on behalf of the 
Political Committee (Document 1684). 

7. Address by Mr De DECKER, President of the Belgian Senate. 

8. Address by Mr WEGENER, Ambassador, Deputy Secretary-General of WEU, 
representing Mr SOLANA, Secretary-General of WEU and High Representative 
for the Common Foreign and Security Policy of the Council of the European 
Union. 

9. European security and defence: the parliamentary dimension: 

 Debate. 

11.45 10. Address by Mr CASTRO CALDAS, Minister for Defence of Portugal and co-
Chairman-in-Office of the WEU Council, representing Mr OLIVEIRA 
GUTERRES, Prime Minister of Portugal and President of the European Council. 

  Questions and answers. 

Second sitting 

Afternoon 
14.30 

11. European security and defence: the parliamentary dimension: 

 resumed debate. 

 Vote on the draft recommendation 

 Vote on the draft decision 

 Vote on the draft order 
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MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 

The sitting was opened at 09.10, with Mr Bühler, President of the Assembly, in the Chair. 

1. Attendance list 
The names of the participants who attended the special session are given in the attendance list1. 

2. Examination of credentials and changes in membership of committees 
In accordance with Rule 5.1 of the Rules of Procedure, the Assembly took note of the letter from the 

President of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe informing the Assembly that the 
credentials of the representatives and substitutes had been ratified by that Assembly [Document 
A/WEU/SC (2000) 1]. 

The President informed the Assembly of changes in membership of committees proposed by the 
German Delegation as they appeared in the Assembly List. 

These changes were ratified. 

3. Tribute to two former members of the Assembly 
The President informed members of the death of two members of the Assembly, that of Mr Colvin 

several weeks past and Mr Ferris on the eve of the present session. 
Members observed one minute’s silence. 

4. Address by Mr Medeiros Ferreira, Leader of the Portuguese Delegation to the WEU Assembly 
Mr Medeiros Ferreira, Leader of the Portuguese Delegation to the WEU Assembly, addressed the 

Assembly. 

5. Address by the President of the Assembly 
The President addressed the Assembly. 

6. Address by Mr de Almeida Santos, Speaker of the Portuguese Parliament 
Mr de Almeida Santos, Speaker of the Portuguese Parliament, addressed the Assembly. 

7. European security and defence: the parliamentary dimension 

(Presentation of the report of the Political Committee, Doc. 1684) 

The report of the Political Committee was presented by Mr Behrendt, Rapporteur. 

  8. Address by Mr De Decker, President of the Belgian Senate 
Mr De Decker, President of the Belgian Senate, addressed the Assembly. 

  9. Address by Mr Wegener, Deputy Secretary-General of WEU, 
representing Mr Solana, Secretary-General of WEU and High Representative for 
the Common Foreign and Security Policy of the Council of the European Union 

Mr Wegener, Deputy Secretary-General of WEU, addressed the Assembly. 

______ 
1 See page 5. 
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10. European security and defence: the parliamentary dimension 

(Debate on the report of the Political Committee, Doc. 1684) 

The debate was opened. 
Speakers: MM Eyskens, Pastusiak (Poland, associate member), Hornhues, de Puig, Bársony 

(Hungary, associate member), Glouchkov (Bulgaria, associate partner), Davis, Bal (Turkey, associate 
member), Schloten. 

  11. Address by Mrs Lalumière, Member of and Rapporteur for the European Parliament 
Mrs Lalumière, Member of the European Parliament, addressed the Assembly. 
(Mr Medeiros Ferreira, Vice-President of the Assembly, took the Chair). 

  12. Address by Mr Castro Caldas, Minister for Defence of Portugal 
and co-Chairman-in-Office of the WEU Council, representing Mr Oliveira Guterres, 

Prime Minister of Portugal and President of the European Council 
Mr Castro Caldas, Minister for Defence of Portugal and co-Chairman-in-Office of the WEU 

Council, addressed the Assembly. 
Mr Castro Caldas replied to questions from Mrs Lalumière (Member of the European Parliament), 

MM Schloten, Mota Amaral and Cherribi. 
(Business was adjourned at 12.40 and resumed at 15.00, with Mr Bühler, President of the 

Assembly, in the Chair). 

13. European security and defence: the parliamentary dimension 

(Resumed debate on the report of the Political Committee, 
and votes on the draft texts, Doc. 1684) 

The debate was resumed. 
Speakers: MM Blaauw, Gürkan (Turkey, associate member), Mrs Furubjelke (Chairman of the 

Foreign Affairs Committee of the Swedish Parliament), MM Wilkinson, Lisinenko (observer from the 
Russian Federation) Konecny (Austria, observer), Pálsson (Iceland, associate member), Guardans i 
Cambó and Mrs Durrieu. 

Mr Behrendt, Rapporteur, and Mr Marshall, Chairman of the Political Committee, replied to the 
speakers. 

The Standing Committee proceeded to vote on the draft recommendation. 
The draft recommendation was adopted unanimously (This recommendation is published as No. 

664). 
The Committee proceeded to vote on the draft decision. 
The draft decision was adopted. (This decision is published as No. 23). 
The Committee proceeded to vote on the draft order. 
The draft order was adopted unanimously. (This order is published as No. 112). 
The sitting was closed at 15.55. 
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RECOMMENDATION 664 
 

on European security and defence: the parliamentary dimension 

The Assembly, 

(i) Welcoming the progress being made to develop a Common European Security and Defence 
Policy (CESDP) in the European Union and to deploy by the year 2003 a European force up to corps 
level capable of carrying out the full range of Petersberg tasks; 
(ii) Taking note of the establishment in the European Union as of 1 March 2000 of a number of 
interim bodies with responsibility for preparing decisions on how the CESDP is to function; 
(iii) Emphasising how important it is for the 15 EU governments to conclude with non-EU European 
NATO member countries and candidates for accession to the European Union an appropriate 
multilateral agreement granting those countries the necessary collective participation rights in a wider “ 
European Security and Defence Framework”; 
(iv) Pointing out that, notwithstanding the forthcoming transfer of WEU’s Petersberg functions to 
the European Union, the WEU Council retains full responsibility for meeting its obligations arising out 
of the modified Brussels Treaty and making an annual report to the Assembly on its corresponding 
activities; 
(v) Stressing therefore that the Assembly must continue to exercise its treaty-based rights and 
responsibilities for as long as the modified Brussels Treaty remains in force; 
(vi) Welcoming the Council’s reply to Recommendation 653 in which it confirms the importance of 
the parliamentary dimension of the debate on European security and defence and its determination to 
continue to fully abide by its treaty-based obligations in its relations with the Assembly; 
(vii) Underlining, on the other hand, the need to make provision for appropriate democratic scrutiny 
of all activities and decisions emanating from the EU bodies in the areas hitherto covered by WEU; 
(viii) Convinced that such scrutiny must be exercised by a European parliamentary body in which the 
collective voice of parliaments of all the countries included in the European Security and Defence 
Framework can be heard; 
(ix) Convinced also that the Assembly’s present configuration including delegations from 
parliaments of all the countries which are to be involved in the European Security and Defence 
Framework, and its long experience of debating security and defence issues make it the appropriate 
body to be taken as a model for exercising democratic scrutiny over the activities that are to be 
transferred from WEU to the European Union; 
(x) Emphasising that such scrutiny does not prejudice the rights and responsibilities of the European 
Parliament as laid down in the Treaty on European Union or the exercise of its rights of information and 
consultation in the field of the CFSP; 
(xi) Resolved to endeavour to arrive at a joint approach with the European Parliament in order to 
seek an improvement in democratic scrutiny in the EU on the basis of the complementary areas of 
competence of both parliamentary bodies, one of which represents the collective will of nations whereas 
the other represents Community interests, 
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RECOMMENDS THAT THE COUNCIL 

1. Propose that the European Union endorse the transformation of the WEU Assembly into a 
European Security and Defence Assembly which shall be composed of delegations of the 15 EU 
member states, delegations of the 13 non-EU European NATO member countries and candidates for 
accession to the European Union with the following remit: 

– it shall receive an annual report on the European Union’s activities in the field of the European 
Security and Defence Policy, particularly in the context of the European Security and Defence 
Framework; 

– the delegations of the 15 EU member states shall have equal rights and responsibilities; 
– the delegations of non-EU European NATO member countries and candidates for accession to 

the European Union shall have at least the same participation rights as those they have 
acquired in the WEU Assembly as associate members and associate partners; 

– the activities of the European Security and Defence Assembly shall not prejudice the rights 
and responsibilities of the European Parliament as laid down in the Treaty on European 
Union; 

2. Urge WEU member and observer countries in their capacity as EU member states to ensure that 
the European Security and Defence Assembly’s remit as described above is given a formal legal basis in 
a protocol to be annexed to the revised Treaty on European Union and that until the protocol enters into 
force, it is recognised as the interim European Security and Defence Assembly; 
3. Support the proposal that appropriate cooperation between the European Security and Defence 
Assembly and the European Parliament should be established on the basis of the complementary areas 
of competence of both parliamentary bodies, one of which represents the collective will of nations 
whereas the other represents Community interests; 
4. Continue to make an annual report to the Assembly and, for as long as the recommendations 
made in paragraphs 1 and 2 above have not been given effect, include in it all the activities the EU and 
its interim bodies conduct as part of the functions WEU is to transfer to the European Union. 
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DECISION 23 
 

on European security and defence: the parliamentary dimension 

The Assembly, 

(i) Welcoming the progress being made to develop a Common European Security and Defence 
Policy (CESDP) in the European Union and to deploy by the year 2003 a European force up to corps 
level capable of carrying out the full range of Petersberg tasks; 
(ii) Taking note of the establishment in the European Union as of 1 March 2000 of a number of 
interim bodies with responsibility for preparing decisions on how the CESDP is to function; 
(iii) Emphasising how important it is for the 15 EU governments to conclude with non-EU European 
NATO member countries and candidates for accession to the European Union an appropriate 
multilateral agreement granting those countries the necessary collective participation rights in a wider “ 
European Security and Defence Framework”; 
(iv) Pointing out that, notwithstanding the forthcoming transfer of WEU’s Petersberg functions to 
the European Union, the WEU Council retains full responsibility for meeting its obligations arising out 
of the modified Brussels Treaty and making an annual report to the Assembly on its corresponding 
activities; 
(v) Stressing therefore that the Assembly must continue to exercise its treaty-based rights and 
responsibilities for as long as the modified Brussels Treaty remains in force; 
(vi) Underlining, on the other hand, the need to ensure appropriate democratic scrutiny of all 
activities and decisions emanating from the EU interim bodies in the areas hitherto covered by WEU, 

DECIDES 

1. To take without delay such steps as are necessary to transform the WEU Assembly into an 
interim European Security and Defence Assembly with responsibility for monitoring the development of 
the Common European Security and Defence Policy in a wider European Security and Defence 
Framework; 
2. To take measures to ensure that in the interim European Security and Defence Assembly: 

– the delegations of the 15 EU member states have equal rights and responsibilities; 
– the delegations of non-EU European NATO members and candidates for accession to the EU 

have at least the same participation rights as those they have acquired in the WEU Assembly 
as associate members and associate partners; 

3. To inform the EU and WEU Councils and especially the countries holding the present and 
forthcoming EU/WEU Presidency of the Assembly’s initiative as set out in the paragraphs above, with a 
view to formal endorsement of the interim assembly by the EU; 
4. To ensure that all 28 national parliaments involved in the European Security and Defence 
Framework are fully conversant with these proposals and give them their support; 
5. To send the relevant proposals to the European Parliament, the Parliamentary Assembly of the 
Council of Europe, the OSCE Parliamentary Assembly, the NATO Parliamentary Assembly as well as 
to other interested international parliamentary bodies. 
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ORDER 112 
 

on European security and defence: the parliamentary dimension 

The Assembly, 

(i) Welcoming the progress being made to develop a Common European Security and Defence 
Policy (CESDP) in the European Union and to deploy by the year 2003 a European force up to corps 
level capable of carrying out the full range of Petersberg tasks; 
(ii) Taking note of the establishment in the European Union as of 1 March 2000 of a number of 
interim bodies with responsibility for preparing decisions on how the CESDP is to function; 
(iii) Emphasising how important it is for the 15 EU governments to conclude with non-EU European 
NATO member countries and candidates for accession to the European Union an appropriate 
multilateral agreement granting those countries the necessary collective participation rights in a wider “ 
European Security and Defence Framework”; 
(iv) Pointing out that, notwithstanding the forthcoming transfer of WEU’s Petersberg functions to 
the European Union, the WEU Council retains full responsibility for meeting its obligations arising out 
of the modified Brussels Treaty and making an annual report to the Assembly on its corresponding 
activities; 
(v) Stressing therefore that the Assembly must continue to exercise its treaty-based rights and 
responsibilities for as long as the modified Brussels Treaty remains in force; 
(vi) Underlining, on the other hand, the need to ensure appropriate democratic scrutiny of all 
activities and decisions emanating from the EU interim bodies in the areas hitherto covered by WEU, 

INSTRUCTS ITS PRESIDENTIAL COMMITTEE 

To invite the parliaments of the five WEU observer countries to participate with immediate effect in all 
the WEU Assembly’s activities with delegations composed in the same way as the delegations of full 
members. 
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The Lisbon Initiative on 
European security and defence: the parliamentary dimension 

______ 

With the decisions on the European Union’s Security and Defence Policy taken in Cologne and 
Helsinki, the member states have embarked on one of the most ambitious intergovernmental projects in 
the history of Europe. 

This European Security and Defence Policy requires democratic legitimacy and accountability - the 
Parliamentary Dimension. 

Therefore, the members of the Assembly, representing our national parliaments: 
1. are determined both to maintain and carry forward the parliamentary experience of the sole 

European treaty-based Assembly for security and defence questions; 
2. have decided to transform the WEU Assembly into an interim European Security and 

Defence Assembly without delay; 
3. will centre this interim Assembly on the EU’s 15 core nations, while aiming to include all 

other countries which will participate in the wider European Security and Defence Framework 
in due course; 

4. strongly urge the governments of the 15 EU member states to confirm the legal and material 
basis for this new Assembly as the parliamentary dimension for the European Security and 
Defence Policy; 

5. are willing to enlist the European Parliament’s cooperation in this initiative. 

        
21 March 2000      Klaus BÜHLER, MdB 
Lisbon       President of the WEU Assembly 
 



 

 

 


